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« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- If NO penod for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 1 33) 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed may reduce anv 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication{s) filed on 1 3 August 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|EI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1 935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 11-61 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) S Claim(s) 11:38 is/are allowed. 

6) |g| Claim(s) 39::61 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 13 August 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n AH b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No{s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Infomnal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 
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Art Unit: 1743 

DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1. Tke drawings are otjecteJ to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). Tke drawings must sLiow every 
feature of tke invention specified in tke claims. Tkerefore, tke side removable along a frangitle 
tear line must te skown or tke feature(s) canceled from tke claim(s). No new matter skpuld Le 
entered. 

Corrected drawing skeets in compliance witk 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
tke office action to avoid aLandonment of tke application. Any amended replacement drawing 
skeet skould include all of tke figures appearing on tke immediate prior version of tke skeet, even 
if only one figure is teing amended. Tke figure or figure numker of an amended drawing skould 
not Le labeled as "amended." if a drawing figure is to Le canceled, tke appropriate figure must Le 
removed from tke replacement skeet, and wkere necessary, tke remaining figures must Le 
renumLered and appropriate ckanges made to tke Lrief description of tke several views of tke 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement skeets may ke necessary to skow tke 
renumLering of tke remaining figures. Tke replacement skeet(s) skotJd ke labeled "Replacement 
Skeet" in tke page keader (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to oLstruct any portion of tke 
drawing figures. Iftkeck anges are not accepted examiner, tke applicant will ke notified 

and informed of any required corrective action in tke next Office action. Tke okjection to tke 
drawings will not Le keld in aLeyance. 

2. Tke drawings are oLjected to as failing to comply witk 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) kecause 
reference ckaracters "52" and "78" kave Lotk keen used to designate perforated kottom walls. 
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Corrected drawing skeets in compliance witk 37 CFR 1.121(cl) are required in reply to tke Office 
action to avoid akandonment of tke application. Any amended replacement drawing skeet skould 
include all of tke figures appearing on tke immediate prior version of tke skeet, even if only one 
figure is keing amended. Tke replacement skeet(s) skould ke lakeled "Replacement Skeet" in tke 
page keader (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to okstruct any portion of tke drawing figures, if 
tke ckanges are not accepted ty tke examiner, tke applicant will ke notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in tke next Office action. Tke okjection to tke drawings will liot ke keld 
in abeyance. 

3. Tke drawings are okjected to as failing to comply witk 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) kecause 
reference ckaracter "78" kas keen used to designate kotk an emkedding klock (see pages 8 & 9) 
and a perforated kottom wall (see page 8, line 11). Corrected drawing skeets in compliance witk 
37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to tke Office action to avoid akandonment of tke 
application. Any amended replacement drawing skeet skotJd include all of tke figures appearing 
on tke immediate prior version of tke skeet, even if only one figure is keing amended. Tke 
replacement skeet(s) skould ke lakeled "Replacement Skeet" in tke page keader (as per 37 CFR 
1.84(c)) so as not to okstruct any portion of tke drawing figures, if tke ckanges are not accepted 
ky tke examiner; tke applicant will ke notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
tke next Office action, Tke okjection to tke drawings will not ke keld in akeyance. 

4. Tke drawings are okjected to as failing to comply witk 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) kecause tkey 
include tke following reference ckaracter(s) not mentioned in tke description: 75. Corrected 
drawing skeets in compkance witk 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to tke specification to add 
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tke reference c]iaracter(s) in tke description in compliance witk 37 CFR 1.121(1)) are required in 
reply to tke O&ce action to avoid akandonment of tke application. Any amended replacement 
drawing skeet skotdd include all of tke figures appearing on tke immediate prior version of tke 
skeet, even if only one figure is keing amended. Tke replacement skeet(s) skould ke lakeled 
"Replacement Skeet" in tke page keader (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to okstruct any 
portion of tke drawing figures, if tke ckanges are not accepted ky tke examiner, tke applicant will 
ke notified and informed of any required corrective action in tke next office action. Tke 
okjection to tke drawings not ke keld in akeyance. 

5. Tke drawings are okjected to under 37 CFR 1.83(k) kecause tkey are incomplete. 37 
CFR1.83(k) reads as follows: 

Wken tke invention consists of an improvement on an old mackine tke drawing must wken possikle exkikit, in 
one or more views, tke improved portion itself, disconnected from tke old structure, and also in anotker view, so 
muck only of tke old structure as will suffice to skow tke connection of tke invention tkerewitk. 

Corrected drawing skeets in compliance witk 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 

tke Office action to avoid akandonment of tke application. Any amended replacement drawing 

skeet skould include all of tke figures appearing on tke immediate prior version of tke skeet, even 

if only one figure is keing amended. Tke figure or figure numker of an amended drawing skould 

not ke lakeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to ke canceled, tke appropriate figure must ke 

removed from tke replacement skeet, and wkere necessary, tke remaining figures must ke 

renumkered and appropriate ckanges made to tke krief description of tke several views of tke 

drawings for consistency. Additional replacement skeets may ke necessary to skow tke 

renumkering of tke remaining figures. Tke replacement skeet(s) skould ke lakeled '^Replacement 
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Skeet" in tke page Leader (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of tke 
drawing figures. If tke ckanges are not accepted ky tke examiner, tke appkcant will ke notified 
and informed of any required corrective action in tke next Office action, Tke okjection to tke 
drawings wiU not he keld in akeyance. 

6. Tke drawings are objected to kecause tke specification page 8, line 7 refers to two sidewalls 
58, 60 as keing skown in Figure 5. Tkese reference ckaracters are actually found in Figure 6. 
Corrected drawing skeets in compliance witk 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to tke Office 
action to avoid abandonment of tke application. Any amended replacement drawing skeet skould 
include all of tke figures appearing on tke immediate prior version of tke skeet, even if only one 
figure is keing amended. Tke figure or figure number of an amended drawing skould not ke 
labeled as "amended." if a drawing figure is to be canceled, tbe appropriate figure must be 
removed from tke replacement skeet, and wkere necessary, tke remaining figures must ke 
renumkered and appropriate ckanges made to tke krief description of tke several views of tke 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement skeets may be necessary to skow tke 
renumkering of tke remaining figures. Tke replacement skeet(s) skould ke lakeled "Replacement 
Skeet" in tke page keader (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of tke 
drawing figures, if tke ckanges are not accepted by tke examiner, tke applicant will ke notified 
and informed of any required corrective action in tke next Office action. Tke okjection to tke 
drawings will not be keld in akeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. Tke following is a quotation of tke first paragrapk of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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Tlie specification skall contain a written Jescription of tke invention; and of tke manner and process of making 
and using it, in suck full, clear, concise; and exact terms as to enakle any person skilled in tke art to wkick it 
pertains, or witk wkick it is most nearly connected, to make and use tke same and skall set fortk tke kest mode 
contemplated ky tke inventor of carrying out kis invention. 

8, Claims 39-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragrapk, Lecause tke 
specification, wkile keing enakkng for an agarose filled koUow witk a perforated kottom wall, does 
not reasonakly provide enaLlement for a cassette kaving a koUow filled witk agarose witkout a 
perforated kottom wall. Tke specification does not enakle any person skilled in tke art to wkick it 
pertains, or witk wkick it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use tke invention 
commensurate in scope witk tkese claims. Furtker correction is required. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments, see page 13 of remarks, filed 8/13/2004, witk respect to tke 
missing kottom portion kaving a side wall removakle along a frangikle tear line in tke McCormick 
reference kave keen fully considered and are persuasive. Tke rejection of claims 11-15, 20, 28, 
29, 30, 32, 33, 34 & 35 kas keen witkdrawn. 

Allowahle Suhject Matter 

9. Claims 11-38 are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning tkis communication or earlier communications from tke 
examiner skould ke directed to Monique T. Cole wkose telepkone numker is 571-272-1255. 
Tke examiner can normally ke reacked on Monday-Tkursday from 6:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reack tke examiner ky telepkone are unsuccessful, tke examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can ke reacked on 571-272-1267. Tke fax pkone numker for tke 
organization wkere tkis application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Numter: 10/029,658 Page 7 

Art Unit: 1743 

Information regarding tke status of an application may he obtained irom tke Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for putlisbed applications 
may he obtained from eitker Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublisbed 
applications is available tkrougb Private PAIR only. For more information about tke PAIR 
system, see kttp://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Skould you kave questions on access to tke Private PAIR 
system, contact tke Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Monique T. Cole 

Examiner 
Art Unit 1743 

MC ' 



